
  

Grid 
Computing

“Many hands make light 
work.”

University of Hawaii at Hilo - Robert R. Puckett - 2006



  

GreenTea™
• Java-based
• Permits grid computing, 

distributed computing, peer to 
peer

• ~15-20% overhead 
• Demo package for benchmarks



  

Software Components

• Resource Management
– Allocating existing resources to jobs

• Resource Discovery & Monitoring
• Integrity & Security

– Application Layer
• Transmission

– TCP/IP



  

Ray Tracing 
Demo



  

Ray Tracing Demo
Time Vs. # Nodes Vs. # Subtasks
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Primes

• Brute force search for factors
• Work Nodes

– Returns True or False for 
Relatively Prime to their Interval

• Operated too quick for 
benchmarking



  

Application 
Window

GreenTea 
Console



  

Monte Carlo 
(not just for gambling)

• An Integration Approximation 
to:

• Random number generation 
for points

• Ratio of points inside to total 
points gives integral value



  

Something is not right…

Distributed Monte Carlo
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What went wrong?

• Overhead from work division 
and transmission

• Other possible factors: 
– Random number generation 

overhead?
– Competition for resources?



  

Interesting…
Distributed Monte Carlo
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Distributed Monte Carlo
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Conclusions
• Algorithms need to be optimized for grid

– Division into local & distributed work
• Division of work overhead may outweigh 

benefits from distributed workload
• Increased communication between will 

likely add additional overhead
• GreenTea is useful tool for implementing 

site grid
• GreenTea might benefit from additional 

automation of resource allocation and 
monitoring



  

Amdahl’s Law

• Allows estimate for maximum 
speed up

• Ignores 
communication/application 
overhead

• F is % serial code 1
F1−F /N
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